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Basi n HiIstory

* Early 1800’s — Traders, trappers, missionaries begin
iInhabiting the basin.

* 1861

— Gold Rush, Livestock

» 1863 — Homestead Act, First Irrigation

* 1864 — Logging, Splash Dams and Sawmills

» 1868 — Construction of State Ditch (Original 6-ft bottom width)
* 1869 — Draining Tule Lake/State Ditch on Grande Ronde




Hi st ory Conot .

* 1925 — Flood irrigation of over 30,000 acres

* 1940 — 19 dams on Catherine Creek, Stream
channelization begins in earnest.

* 1945 — Lower Snake River Project authorized (20,000
Chinook Salmon return to basin)

* 1950 — Construction of 54 miles of levees and
channelization on the Grande Ronde and Catherlne Creek

* 1957 — Estimated 12,200
Chinook Salmon returned
to basin

* 1965 — Congress allows
construction of flood
control dams on
Catherine Creek
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Hi st ory Conot

* 1970 — 8,400 Chinook Salmon returned to basin
* 1979-1984 — 474 to 1,080 Chinook returns
» 1986 — Grande Ronde coho salmon considered extinct

* 1990 — 67% decrease in pools/mile since 1941

* 1992 — Snake River
fall Chinook, Snake
River summer/spring
Chinook, Snake
River steelhead
listed under the

Endangered Species
Act
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